INTRODUCTION:                                                  

A great way to partner with your state game agency in their effort to control urban deer numbers is to develop an urban bowhunting training program. This is also a good community service project to promote safe bowhunting, responsible bowhunting and a feather in your organization’s cap. 

Veteran bowhunters can be trained as urban deer control specialists in just one evening if you focus the program on how to adapt known hunting methods to city environs.  You’ll be able to help city and state officials reduce nuisance deer numbers, safely and efficiently, by certifying experienced bowhunters. 

The Missouri Bowhunting Council’s program presented here is an example of one such curriculum. It has been very effective in reducing deer numbers in the St. Louis area and is now being adopted by other cities in the state. It’s a blue print that your organization can use to design you own program. Modify it expressly for each city you use it in.  There’s no absolute best program – design your own for the situation you face.

Bowhunting can help reduce nuisance, urban deer.  Put your organization’s bowhunters to work!     

Organizing an Urban Bowhunting Program

Whitetail country is full!  All across America, whitetails are so abundant that city parks, urban natural areas and private neighborhoods are becoming denuded of vegetation from roaming, munching deer.  Deer/vehicle accidents are increasing in number and severity.  The cost of these and other deer/human conflicts is skyrocketing.  What can be done?

Urban deer management is one of the most frustrating problems for state game agencies across whitetail country.  Firearms hunting, the most efficient method of population control is prohibited in urban zones.  City councils, then, are faced with controlling deer numbers with sharpshooters, an expensive option, or by adopting a management program from a limited number of other methods, many of which are not supported by the public.  Bowhunting organizations can help.

The North American Bowhunting Coalition (NABC) recommends the use of bowhunters to help control urban deer.  Metropolitan areas in many states have adopted bowhunting programs to successfully reduce deer numbers in urban zones.  Helping with urban deer problems is not as simple as just changing ordinances to allow hunting with bow and arrow or allowing bowhunters access to city property with high deer numbers.  These actions will certainly help in the short-term but a better long-term solution is for organized archery groups to establish a controlled, limited-access program that provides on-going management of deer numbers by producing specially trained urban bowhunters.

Urban Bowhunting Specialists are veteran bowhunters that have received training on how to kill deer in someone’s backyard!  Removing urban deer from heavily populated neighborhoods is not really “hunting”.  It’s part of a deer reduction program and it has its inherent risks to bowhunting that require special training.  Shooting deer while under the watchful eye of private landowners carries with it the risks of public criticism, media scrutiny and calling your activity to the attention of anti-hunting groups.

You’d best know what you’re doing before walking through someone’s backyard, bow in hand, and into their back lot to kill deer!  The Urban Bowhunting Specialist program presented here is a compilation of successful programs from around the country and is one that can be adjusted to fit your particular municipality.  We recommend that you use the NABC communication network to fine-tune your training program.  You’ll profit from our many mistakes and will find early solutions to your problems.

Before you even start with adopting a course curriculum designed to help manage urban deer, talk with your game agency officials for their advice and cooperation.  Next, visit your city government offices and discuss your project with them.  You’ll need to know what city ordinances are already in place that limit or outlaw hunting or shooting a bow and arrow in the problem area.  Don’t get discouraged by all the red tape!  You can help city officials solve a terrible problem they have with excess urban deer and you will do it free of charge!  They will listen.  Strive for developing partnerships with city and state authorities.

Getting Started

Call together a committee of veteran bowhunters that are committed to the Urban Bowhunting Specialist (UBS) program. Six or eight bowhunters is sufficient.  Each one should have ten or more years of bowhunting experience with numerous big game bow kills.  You can’t teach it if you haven’t done it!

Review the Missouri program and any others you’re familiar with, focusing on the major problems you think that you’ll have to overcome.  You’ll need game agency and city support.  Start your game agency discussions with the deer biologist and quiz him/her on where the big problems are being reported.  Ask for his/her support and the support of regional urban biologists from the agency.

Once familiar, on paper, with how the program works, target a test area, an urban zone, that is particularly over-populated with deer and that has, to the best of your knowledge, an “understanding public”.  A city that has gotten a lot of publicity about it’s urban deer problem would be a good target city, especially if the public is to the point of total frustration with what to do about increasing deer numbers.

With a copy of your Urban Bowhunting Specialist program in hand and the promised cooperation of the game agency in your “pocket”, visit officials in your target city hall about helping with their deer problem.  You’ll not be asking them for a total commitment but will just be “breaking the ice” with your possible solution to a growing problem.  

Ask to set up a formal meeting with city officials, the game agency biologist, the city attorney (to discuss current ordinances), and anyone else they would like to have attend the meeting.  At the formal meeting and after outlining the UBS program, ask the city authorities if they would agree to participate in a “Pilot Project” to remove deer from neighborhoods by utilizing Urban Bowhunting Specialists for, say, three years.  Start small with, maybe, twenty Urban Bowhunting Specialists.  If you get the “go ahead”, then your program has cleared the first hurdle, a very high hurdle.

Your committee of veteran bowhunters will be the UBS program faculty.  Divide responsibilities for presenting certain sections of the curriculum among those on your committee best qualified to teach each unit.  Schedule your UBS class and announce that it as a special certification class for veteran bowhunters.  You want “givers” not horn hunters in your class.  You want bowhunters that will agree to kill does.  Each certified UBS will carry a huge responsibility for conducting himself/herself according to the many rules of the program.  Final certification will rely upon each student’s promise to abide by the rules. 

The National Bowhunter Education Foundation publishes several booklets that should be made available to your UBS program students:


Today’s Bowhunter (available from your game agency)





Today’s 3-in-1 Responsibility Guide





Guide to Urban Bowhunting

The Missouri UBS program has worked well.  Adapt it to fit your program needs.  And remember, the NABC communications network is available to you if you have questions.

-end-

